
Adventure Academy: Where Every Day is an Adventure in Learning
When Gail Campbell Cresap read about declining reading scores in her hometown, she wanted to help. Especially 
knowing that children who are not strong readers by the fourth grade face higher rates of  poverty and other 
negative outcomes, she knew this was a cause she and her family’s foundation wanted to help address. 

The Cresap Family Foundation was able to work with Vinita Public Schools to pilot Adventure Academy, a summer 
learning program for local children. The focus was on reading and included work in science, math, drama, PE, 
technology, history and art as well as coordination with the district’s ongoing literacy program.

“Seeing this opportunity in Vinita sparked an idea that we could do something to help children now,” said Gail 
Campbell Cresap, co-founder and vice president of  Cresap Family Foundation. “Investing resources for a summer 
camp, with the help of  the school system, is making a difference right away and will ripple forward for years. We 
were delighted to see the results after just one year.” 

Working with the school district and elementary school principal, Mary Smith, the Cresaps and Foundation 
Management staff  first met in December of  2017 to set goals, gather resources, and start to build a pilot program. 
Their primary purpose was to improve reading skills of  all participants, and the group realized Adventure Academy 
would impact the community in other ways. This program, free to Vinita families, provided meaningful summer 
employment for teachers, funded field trips to give students new experiences, and helped families by giving students 
a worthwhile way to spend their time away from school.

With funding provided by the Foundation, coordination by Foundation Management, and expertise and resources 
from Vinita Public Schools, the program kicked off  in May at Hall Halsell Elementary School, serving 60 students. 
The district provided space, access to buses, and breakfast and lunch through the USDA summer feeding program. 
To simplify billing, the Foundation wrote one check to the district and they processed all expenses to cover the 
remaining costs.

“Mary and I met monthly through the first part of  this year,” says Kari Blakley, who acts as the Cresap Family 
Foundation grant manager through Foundation Management. “She identified teachers and students and developed 
the daily schedules and field trips to maximize time and get the best results.” 
The program included student pre- and post-tests and their standardized test 
scores will be tracked to measure longer-term outcomes.

“We are thrilled with the success of  the Adventure Academy” said Smith. 
“We surveyed students, parents and teachers and the responses received were 
overwhelmingly positive. We are confident that this helped many students get 
back on track and even ahead of  the curve for the school year ahead.” 

The program celebrated its inaugural session less than a year after the idea was 
conceived, delivering eight weeks of  learning to students who overwhelmingly 
raved about their time in this summer adventure. Plans are in place for summer 
2019 and the group continues to add new experiences and watch for continued 
improvement with literacy in Gail Campbell Cresap’s hometown.
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